Laws from the Bible

1.

"If a malicious witness takes the stand to accuse a man of a crime, the
two men involved in the dispute must stand in the presence of the Lord
before the priests and the judges who are in office at the time. The judges
must make a thorough investigation, and if the witness proves to be a liar,
giving false testimony against his brother, then do to him as he intended
to do to his brother. You must purge the evil from among you. The rest of
the people will hear of this and be afraid, and never again will such an
evil thing be done among you. Show no pity: life for life, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot." Deut. 19:16-21

"You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” Deut. 5:20

"You shall not steal."Exodus 20:15; Deut. 5:19

"If you see your brother's ox or sheep straying, do not ignore it but be
sure to take it back to him. If the brother does not live near you or if you
do not know who he is, take it home with you and keep it until he comes
looking for it. Then give it back to him. Do the same if you find your
brother's donkey or his cloak or anything he loses. Do not ignore it."
Deut. 22:1-4; Exodus 22:1-2;

"Do not steal. ... Do not defraud your neighbor or rob him." Leviticus
19:11,13

Anyone who kidnaps another and either sells him or still has him when
he is caught must be put to death.” Exodus 21:16

"If a man is caught kidnapping one of his brother Israelites and treats him
as a slave or sells him, the kidnapper must die. You must purge the evil
from among you." Deut. 24:7

"If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck so that he dies, the defender
Is not guilty of bloodshed; but if it happens after sunrise, he is guilty of
bloodshed. A thief must certainly make restitution, but if he has nothing,
he must be sold to pay for his theft." Exodus 22:2-3



9. "When you enter the land and plant any kind of fruit tree, regard its fruit
as forbidden. For three years you are to consider it forbidden; it must not
be eaten. In the forth year all its fruit will be holy, an offering of praise to
the Lord. But in the fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this way your
harvest will be increased. | am the Lord your God." Leviticus 19:23-25

10. "If you buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years. But in the
seventh year, he shall go free, without paying anything. If he comes
alone, he is to go free alone; but if he has a wife when he comes, she is to
go with him. If his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or
daughters, the woman and her children shall belong to her master, and
only the man shall go free. But if the servant declares, "I love my master
and my wife and children and do not want to go free,' then his master
must take him before the judges. He shall take him to the door or the
doorpost and pierce his ear with an awl. Then he shall be his servant for
life.”

"If a man sells his daughter as a servant, she is not to go free as
menservants do. If she does not please the master who has selected her
for himself, he must let her be redeemed. He has no right to sell her to
foreigners, because he has broken faith with her. If he selects her for his
son, he must grant her the rights of a daughter. If he marries another
woman, he must not deprive the first one of her food, clothing and
marital rights. If he does not provide her with these three things, she is to
go free, without payment of money." Exodus 21:2-11

11. "If a man gives his neighbor silver or goods for safekeeping and they
are stolen from the neighbor's house, the thief, if he is caught, must pay
back double. But if the thief is not found, the owner of the house must
appear before the judges to determine wether he has laid his hands on the
other man's property. In all cases of illegal possession of an 0x, a donkey,
a sheep, a garment, or any other lost property about which somebody
says, This is mine," both parties are to bring their cases before the judges.
The one whom the judges declare guilty must pay back double to his
neighbor." Exodus 22:7-9

12. If a man is found sleeping with another man's wife, both the men who
slept with her and the woman must die. You must purge the evil from
Israel.”" Deut. 22:22



13."No one is to approach any close relative (by blood or through marriage)
to have sexual relations." Leviticus 18:6-18; 20:10-21; Deut. 27:20, 22-
23

14." Anyone who attacks his father or his mother must be put to death."
Exodus 21:15

15."Show no pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand,
foot for foot." Deut. 19:21

16."1f man who are fighting hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth
prematurely but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined
whatever the woman's husband demands and the court allows. But if
there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound,
bruise for bruise."Exodus 21:22-25

17."1f a bull gores a man or a woman to death, the bull must be stoned to
death, and its meat must not be eaten. But the owner of the bull will not
be held responsible. If, however, the bull has had the habit of goring and
the owner has been warned but has not kept it penned up and it kills a
man or a woman, the bull must be stoned and the owner must also be put
to death. However, if payment is demanded of him, he may redeem his
life by paying whatever is demanded. This law also applies if the bull
gores a son or a daughter. If the bull gores a male or female slave, the
owner must pay thirty shekels of silver to the master of the slave, and the
bull must be stoned."
"If a man uncovers a pit or digs one and fails to cover it and an ox or a
donkey falls into it, the owner of the pit must pay for the loss; he must
pay its owner, and the dead animal will be his."
"If a man's bull injures the bull of another and it dies, they are to sell the
live one and divide both the money and the dead animal equally.
However, if it was known that the bull had the habit of goring, yet the
owner did not keep it penned up, the owner must pay, animal for animal,
and the dead animal will be his." Exodus 21:28-36
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18. If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife —with the wife of
his neighbor—both the adulterer and the adulteress are to be put to death.
Leviticus 20:10

19.'7“ Anyone who takes the life of a human being is to be put to death.
8 Anyone who takes the life of someone’s animal must make restitution
—life for life. *® Anyone who injures their neighbor is to be injured in the
same manner: ° fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. The one
who has inflicted the injury must suffer the same injury. ?* Whoever kills
an animal must make restitution, but whoever kills a human being is to be
put to death. * You are to have the same law for the foreigner and the
native-born. I am the LORD your God.’” Leviticus 24:17-18

20. ™ One witness is not enough to convict anyone accused of any crime or
offense they may have committed. A matter must be established by the
testimony of two or three witnesses.

21. '°1f a malicious witness takes the stand to accuse someone of a crime,
" the two people involved in the dispute must stand in the presence of the
LorD before the priests and the judges who are in office at the time.
8 The judges must make a thorough investigation, and if the witness
proves to be a liar, giving false testimony against a fellow Israelite,
“then do to the false witness as that witness intended to do to the other
party. You must purge the evil from among you. ?° The rest of the people
will hear of this and be afraid, and never again will such an evil thing be
done among you. #* Show no pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. Deuteronomy 19: 15-22

22. If a man is found sleeping with another man’s wife, both the man who
slept with her and the woman must die. You must purge the evil from
Israel. Deuteronomy

23. " If someone is caught kidnapping a fellow Israelite and treating or
selling them as a slave, the kidnapper must die. You must purge the evil
from among you. Deuteronomy 24:7



24. Do not have two differing weights in your bag—one heavy, one light.
Do not have two differing measures in your house—one large, one
small. * You must have accurate and honest weights and measures, so
that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.
® For the LORD your God detests anyone who does these things, anyone
who deals dishonestly. Deut. 25

25. On the testimony of two or three witnesses a person is to be put to
death, but no one is to be put to death on the testimony of only one

witness. Deuteronomy 17



Laws from Hammurabi

1.

If any one ensnare another, putting a ban upon him, but he can not prove
it, then he that ensnared him shall be put to death.

If any one bring an accusation against a man, and the accused go to the
river and leap into the river, if he sink in the river his accuser shall take
possession of his house. But if the river prove that the accused is not
guilty, and he escape unhurt, then he who had brought the accusation
shall be put to death, while he who leaped into the river shall take
possession of the house that had belonged to his accuser.

If any one steal the property of a temple or of the court, he shall be put to
death, and also the one who receives the stolen thing from him shall be
put to death.

If any one steal cattle or sheep, or an ass, or a pig or a goat, if it belong to
a god or to the court, the thief shall pay thirtyfold therefor; if they
belonged to a freed man of the king he shall pay tenfold; if the thief has
nothing with which to pay he shall be put to death.

If any one take a male or female slave of the court, or a male or female
slave of a freed man, outside the city gates, he shall be put to death.

If any one be on a journey and entrust silver, gold, precious stones, or
any movable property to another, and wish to recover it from him; if the
latter do not bring all of the property to the appointed place, but
appropriate it to his own use, then shall this man, who did not bring the
property to hand it over, be convicted, and he shall pay fivefold for all
that had been entrusted to him.

If a man's wife be surprised (in flagrante delicto) with another man, both
shall be tied and thrown into the water, but the husband may pardon his
wife and the king his slaves.

If any one steal cattle or sheep, or an ass, or a pig or a goat, if it belong to
a god or to the court, the thief shall pay thirtyfold therefor; if they
belonged to a freed man of the king he shall pay tenfold; if the thief has
nothing with which to pay he shall be put to death.



9. If any one steal the minor son of another, he shall be put to death.

10. If any one break a hole into a house (break in to steal), he shall be put to
death before that hole and be buried.

11.1f persons are stolen, then shall the community and ... pay one mina of
silver to their relatives.

12. . If any one give over a field to a gardener, for him to plant it as a
garden, if he work at it, and care for it for four years, in the fifth year the
owner and the gardener shall divide it, the owner taking his part in
charge.

13. If any one fail to meet a claim for debt, and sell himself, his wife, his
son, and daughter for money or give them away to forced labor: they
shall work for three years in the house of the man who bought them, or
the proprietor, and in the fourth year they shall be set free. If he give a
male or female slave away for forced labor, and the merchant sublease
them, or sell them for money, no objection can be raised. If any one fail
to meet a claim for debt, and he sell the maid servant who has borne him
children, for money, the money which the merchant has paid shall be
repaid to him by the owner of the slave and she shall be freed.

14.. If any one store corn for safe keeping in another person's house, and any
harm happen to the corn in storage, or if the owner of the house open the
granary and take some of the corn, or if especially he deny that the corn
was stored in his house: then the owner of the corn shall claim his corn
before God (on oath), and the owner of the house shall pay its owner for
all of the corn that he took." If any one store corn in another man's
house he shall pay him storage at the rate of one gur for every five ka of
corn per year.

15. . If any one who has not lost his goods state that they have been lost,
and make false claims: if he claim his goods and amount of injury before
God, even though he has not lost them, he shall be fully compensated for
all his loss claimed. (i.e., the oath is all that is needed.)
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16.1f a man's wife be surprised (in flagrante delicto) with another man, both
shall be tied and thrown into the water, but the husband may pardon his
wife and the king his slaves

17. If a man violate the wife (betrothed or child-wife) of another man, who
has never known a man, and still lives in her father's house, and sleep
with her and be surprised, this man shall be put to death, but the wife is
blameless. If a man bring a charge against one's wife, but she is not
surprised with another man, she must take an oath and then may return to
her house.

18. If a man be guilty of incest with his daughter, he shall be driven from
the place (exiled). If a man betroth a girl to his son, and his son have
intercourse with her, but he (the father) afterward defile her, and be
surprised, then he shall be bound and cast into the water (drowned).

19.1f a son strike his father, his hands shall be hewn off.

20. If a man put out the eye of another man, his eye shall be put out.

If he break another man's bone, his bone shall be broken. If he put out
the eye of a freed man, or break the bone of a freed man, he shall pay one
gold mina. If he put out the eye of a man's slave, or break the bone of a
man's slave, he shall pay one-half of its value. If a man knock out the
teeth of his equal, his teeth shall be knocked out. If he knock out the
teeth of a freed man, he shall pay one-third of a gold mina.

21. If while an ox is passing on the street (market) some one push it, and
Kill it, the owner can set up no claim in the suit (against the hirer).
If an ox be a goring ox, and it shown that he is a gorer, and he do not
bind his horns, or fasten the ox up, and the ox gore a free-born man and
Kill him, the owner shall pay one-half a mina in money. If he kill a man's
slave, he shall pay one-third of a mina.

22. If a man strike another man of his own rank, he shall pay one mina of
silver.

23.1f a villain strikes a villain, he shall pay ten shekels of gold.

24.1f a man’s slave strikes a man’s son, they shall cut off his ear.
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25.1f a man hire a man to oversee his farm and furnish him the see-grain and
entrust him with oxen and contract with him to cultivate the field, and
that mans steal either the seed or the crop and it be found in his
posssessionon, they shall cut off his fingers.



